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COMMISSIONERS 
.-, ##For Viſitatton of UniverxsITIES, 
| and for placing and diſplacing of Mtx15Tazzsin . 


SCOTLAND; 
Againſt Praying, or Preaching for the | 


pretended King of ScorLanp: 
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With fome R.z as0ns 
Given by ſome of the M1Nn1sSTERS of Edinburgh, why 
they cannot in Conſcience omit to pray for Him: = 


FE op” be rn wt _— 


Together with an 
ANSVVER 
to the ſaid Rzaso NS, 


Wherein the unwarrantableneſle of thar praQice is 
proved from the Word of G O D. 


x -o—_ PE. P 
_— 


| And the equity and neceſſity of the preſent proceedings of the 
COMMISSIONERS in order to the publick Peace; 
iS cleared and juſtified to the Conlciences of 
rationall and peaceable men. 


5 3d 2 By 4 Friend to the Commonwealth. 


—— 


Printed at. Leith, inthe Year 1653. | | 
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| Teſtimony im-moſt memorable and many {ſignal Conf 


ſhed and proceeded againft , as an Ene 
Peace of the Cymmonwealch 4 And co theiotent that due. 


- 
' BY. THE. 


| COMMI SSIONERS - 


For Fiſting UnivsxSITIES SCOTLAND, 
and pn and diſplacing M1NISTERS. 


SPZIC>RQs Y vertue of an Order to Us directed from the 
SWEET DV Se \ Right Honourable the Councell of State, im- 
SSI F-IIQ) powerirg Us to puriſh all ſuch in the Mir:ſtery 

<=: 'B-$e or Univerkhities,as ſhall be found reviling the pre- 
ſenr Government, or ſhall endeayour to debauch 


or keep the People dif affeRed,by praying for the 


Sts BY 
mily, or by praying or preaching tor a Monarchicall Government, by 
which they labour to weaken the juft-intereſt of the Commonwealth 


of England in this Nation,and to affix and faſten the Common-Peopke 


1;n their late enmity and oppolitions ; 
lowing ſuch fowers of, {ditzon ) all w kick being contrary to the afore- 
ſa'4 Order , and allo exprefiely forbidden by the Ward of. G QD, 

which injoyns a:peaceable i ubgection to C ivill Powgts,and much 1 mote 
to thoſe thar the Lord hath now appointed over this Nation , fo the 
Fuſtice of whoſe Cauſe , this hacd bath givena Divine and immediate 


in not onely not ©o ſee and ——— the finger of i OD ; Burton 
the contrary,maliciouſly to oppoſe the wayes of his Providence, muſt 
needs'argue a'very high degree of Ignorance or ;wilfulneſſe : Thert- 
fore im conſjerre of vur Dity to GOD. , as alſo in reference to 2 
Fairhfi.ll diſcharge of that Truſt and Auchoriry commirted to Us, and 
for preventing-the great Incanveniences by. ſu: h Enormous Pc 

in Miniſters,and others for che furure, We do by theſe preſents. 
clareto all Perſons whom thetc {hall or may concern, That whoſe- 
ever ſhall be-duvely conviced to wftnd in any of the aforeſaid Particy- 
Jars after Publication-of ths Our Declaration, ſhall be ſeverely punj- 
tO, and a Sus. of my 


be given,” We do Order-char theſe Preſencs be Prinx: hos y, Publ 

Prochimed.zt 'the:Metcar Croſs at Edinburghy and, © ihe 

thereof be ſent to the foverall Sheriffs 1 in: the reſpcRixe £ Gavore a 
SALreP 


pretended King of Scots, or his late Fathers Fa-' 


( who arecauſed to erte by fols 


gences. Where- 
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(+) 
Shires in this Nation , to be by their appointment Proclaimed in the 
Chicf Mercat Towns or Burghs within their Juriſditions, and to be 
affixed on the Mercat'Crofles, or moſt Publick Places , whereby full 
ob-dicnce may be given to the abovementioned Orders,and none con- 
cerned may pretend ignorance. Na 
e-Zt Edinburgh , the ſecond day of Auguſt, 1653. 
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REASONS 


Why the Minifters of Chri$ in Scotland, 


ouzht not to be troubled for praying for the KING, And 
wherefore we caunot in Conſcience omit that Duty, 
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WY Aving ſeriouſly pondered, as in his fight, whoſe 
Tt hg: ſervants we are, the praiſe of this duty now 
prohibited; We find, thar we may not omit pub- 
b& lick Prayer for our King, notwithſtanding of the 
# ſaid Prohibition: And leaſt our practice be miſ- 
= conſtrued, as flowing from ignorance or wilfulnes.. 
CAT aa \Vc< ball firft offer to wipe away that aſperſion 
of pertinacy, and next ſhew the grounds which do fix us to this ne- 
ceſſary duty. | n 
As for the firſt. Our Witneſs i5 im beaven, and our record on high, 
that it # not out of any carnal deſign,or ſtubborneſs of [pir1t, that We 
continue performing thu © ry. It Were extream folly needl:ſly ro pro= 
voke the PoWwer under Whoſe hand the eAimighty hath put ws, If We 
durſt adviſe with fleſh and blood | Spare thy ſelf ] Would ſound loud 
3n 0ar ears, and quickly preſent Overtures of yeelding ; but tbe. ter- 
rour of the Almighty, and bu Oai' lying on our coniciences, hold 
49 on to this duty, 2, we conceive that our praceable and quiet deport- 
ment in our resettsve charges, doth vindicate us from the imputati- 


"01 of ſtubborneſs and' feditton in thu our prattice. We have been no 


hinaerance to people wnder our charge, to bear the burthens in quiet- 
neſs; that are laid upon them, Neither have We anywiſe ſtirred thens 


p10 twmnits and commotions. 3. The way Wherein We have for- 


F meriy 


merly Walked, Sþ:aks hereen for us; unleſy conftancy in confeientians 
principles be miſconſtrufted, and nicknamed P ertinacy, 4. The point 
#3 al/o manifeſt ra every one Who Will ſoberly be pleaſed ra conſider the 
Petition, or Petitions which we preſent to Go for bim , Which uſ#- 
ally are for a jantlified uſe of the ſad affiiftions that lie on bim, and 
preſervation from ſnares ; bu condition calling for this much at our 
hands. Shall ethers in diſtreſs, captivity, and exile be remembred to 
| Gedinour publick Prayers, and this be accounted a commendable. 
_ gduty: Andonght it tobe accounted Pertiwacy, not to ciſt out from 
the Prayers of Gods. Church and People, the diſtreſſed King, com- 
paſſed with [o great difficulties? 5. When We call to mind our publick. 
' Prayers for cur late King in the midſt of hu hoſtslity againſt us,We 
' marvel, if any Who prafe(s reſp:t to tender conſciences, will offer to 
put the Meſſengers of Chrit to trouble for 4 axty bound ox their 
conſciences, and ſo little hartful to any, Finally, they who do, or for- 
bear doing out of pertinacy ani ſtubborneſs of Frit, can ſhew no juſt 
and Weighty grownds of their atting or forbearauce, But We offer 
tneſe enſuing grounds and Warrants of conſcience, Wherewpon We 
walk in ths prattice. | 
| Firſt, /e look upon this performance as a duty, not only enjoyned 
' 4#nthe Word of God, andeſtabliſhed by the Law of the Land, in the 
Derettory for Worſhip confirmed by Alts of Parliament , but alſo as 
: boundupon our Conſciences with our own conſent, both in the Nati» 
i onal, and Solemn League and Covenant, wherein He alſo hath entred 
with ts ;, and therein, not only our own conſciences,but alſo the whole 
World are called on to witneſs with God (to Whom the Oath i made ) 
to our reality, fixcerity, and conſtancy in performing our duty. 
Secondly, 7 hz Obligation hath a new tis on owr conſciences to this 
3ndividual Perſon, by the Oath ſworn by the Repreſentative of the 
L and, in our Names, when the Civil Securities unto Religion, and 
the Intereſts of Chriſt in hz Ordinances, were likewiſe confirmed un- 
tom, by bus Oath, alwel as by Law. | 
Thirdly, As vt #5 a great ſin in any, to conntermand that Which 
God hath command:d, And to give order that a precept , which God 
hath appointcd to oblige us alwaies ( though nat to all times ) ſhall ne- 
ver obi1ge, And that We ſpall never give obedience thereto ; So When 
: ſuch acommana is grven ont, it is then caſus confeſſionis : Then to 
| adbere 19 the Authority of Divine Precepts, 1 a neceſſary teſtimony 
to the truth, and doth oblige them more than ever, uuleſs we Would 
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n: obey men rather than God, 
| Fourthly, 


| (6) 
Fourthly, Mini/ters of the Gofpel are tie Ambayadss and Ser 


pants of f 11s Chriſt, from Whom they have their Commiſſion which 


May aAot be I<miitca #0757 al;crea by any power 0 earth - For of 19 072 
dnry, earthly powers can altcr or limit, they may 4/wel ado it in moe : 
And if thry may prohibit a duty, thcy may alſo command that Which 
z5 no duty, and ſo render the ſervants of men, 1n matters of God, 
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An Answer toa Pare, lntituled, 
SomeR B as NS nhythe Miniſters of Chyiſt in Scotland 
onoht not to be troubled for praying for the King, ana Wherifore 
We Cannot in con[cience omit thas auty. | 

Wc AP ER Hur Conceſſion in the beginning of your Paper, 

4 Femy T bat the eA:mighty hath put you der the 
EL band of arcther PoWcr, \is remarkable: But how 

i, well this acknowledgment doth accord with that 

Z practice of adhering to the Power which the ſame 

; | - Almighty hard hath removed,is not apparent.The 

F< 29% Quction is not , Whether you may piay cot cern - 

mg him, either for or agaioſt him in'a Chriſtian way, as that G O D 

would thew mercy to his Soul, and give him pardon of (in, and re- 

pentance under that ſtupendious guilt of innocent blood wh ch 

Iyes both upon him, and upon his Fathers hovſe , (and that in the 

'1udgment of-your very ſelves) and that GOD would humble 

him under thoſe dreadfull appearances of God againſt him , in re- 

jeRing him from reigning over his people: But wherher you may pray 
for him as King of Scotland, and put up thoſe favourable requeſts on 
his behalf , which tend to preſerve a preciovs and rel gious remem- 
brarice and obſervance of Him in the Peoples minds. This is the mani- 
feſt ſcope and ſenſe of the Declaration, wh ch he that runs may read. 
Now for this you ſay, We ſhall firſt off ro wipe away that aſper ſi- 
on of pertinacy,and next ſheW the greunas Which ao fix us to this ue 
ceſſary outy, | 

- For anſwer whereto, we [hal firſt remove the grouncs whereby you 

labour to prove thar this is your duty, and then leave you to wipe off 

that aſperhon of pertinacv,if any lay it on yon), as iwell as you can, For 

If the courſe be warrantab! e; to peri ſt cherein is conſtancy : but if it 

be not warrantable,'t muſt needs be called by ſome other name. 

At: Now 
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Now for the grounds 234 warrants of Conſcience, whereupon. yo 
walk in this practice,you offer four; whereof indeed only the ewo firſt 
are arguments co prove the concluſion, that you ought to pray for the 
man, whom you call King; bur the two laſt ſeem rather to be inferences 
from ir, if they be any thing. | 

The two firſt are theſe, which we joyn together, becauſe the ſame 
anſwer fits them both. Dy 

I. We look, upon this performance as a duty, not onely injoyned in 
the Wordof GOD , and eſtabliſhed by the Law of the Land in the 
D ireflory for Worſhyp,conſirmed by cAtts of Parliament ,but alſo as 
bound upon our own conſciences with our own conſent both'in the Na- 
r30nall and Solemn League and Covenant, Wherein he alſo hath entred 
with #s, and therein not onely our own conſciences, but alſo the Whole 
world are called on to witneſſe with GOD to Whom the Oath 1 made, 


to our reality, ſincerity and conſtancy in performing our duty, 


2+T hid obligation hath a new tie en our conſ(ciences to this individual. 


perſon,by the oath [worn bythe repreſentative of the land in onr name, 
When the civil [ecurities.unto Relig ion,and the Intereſts of Chriſt in 
hu Ordinances , were confirmed tous by by Oath as Well as by Law. 
To theſe in four words. by 
1. Whereas you alledge the Word of Goa,we are molt intirely willing 
to ſubmit this whole Controverſie to the alone determination thereof, 
judging it moſt unweet, char things of mans making ſhould ſtand cheek 
by zowl with the Word of God. Burt becauſe you point us to no plice 
thereof, we wil point you to one or two, wherein that word command- 
eth ſubjeRtion to,and orayers for the powers that are in being-Rom.1 3 
1. Let every ſou! be ſubje& to the higher poWers,for there # no power 
bur of God.1.Tim.202.Let prayers be made for Kings,and for all that 
are 11 autbority.Wherein he ſeems direaly to obvrate & prevent any 
ſcruple that might ariſe abour the juſtnefle of their Tit.e, by pointing 
them ſo plainly to the actuall exiſtence of powers. For they ali knew 
that the power which then ruled the world, was fet up by a world of 
blood,and Nero the preſent Emperour, as wicked a Tyrant as ever ſi- 
ved, bur yet ro {ubmit to him, and to pray for him, being under his 


' power, vas not in the Apoſtles judge:nent any juſtification of the un- 


warrantable acquifirion of his power. And the Jevwes are commanded 
to pray for the peace of Babylon, when they were in the hand of the 
Babylontans. 7er. 29,7- But you are in the hand,and under the power 
of the Parliament, an4 cherefore you ought to pray for them, for #7 


their peace, you ſhall have peace, But he whom you call King,'s not 
Kipg, 


($) 

King. He never exerciſed any Kingly Power on this {ide the water, and 
now he exerciiech none in the other part of Scerland, therefore | e is 
not King. If :t be faid, that by the Word of God he cught to be King, 
let it be ſhewed where the Word of God bath intayled the Kin#pom 
of England or Scotland upon the Family of the Srararzs. | 
..2, For the Lawof the Laid, and Adts of Parliament for him; we 
wonder you ſhould ſpeak of theſe, having been long ſince annulled by 
the Authority of the Com'mon wealth. And how an Ad of any autho- 
rity can bind and be in force, when there is ro authority that wil maine 
tain it,is to us a riddle. Your Courtreyman Mr. K nox,who was as zea- 
lous againſt Tyrants as you are for chem, and did help the Grandmo- 


thers head to the ſame block upon which the late King loſt his: He tels 


Queen Elizabeth, thatſhe had no warrant of conſcience to rule the 
Nation of £»g/and, neither from her birth, nor from any corſuetude 
Laiys and. Ordinances of men; and that if ſhe ſtood upon that, the Al- 
mighty would cut her of, but from the providence of G O D, calling 


*. her to that place of power,who ru!cth in the K irgdoms of: the E arth, 


and giveth them to whonsſoever he Will, 


3+ Foryour Oaths and Covenants (to him or to his fathers houſe, 


for there is the ſame reaſon of both)they were either abſolute; that he 
{hould be King whether GOD would contii.u- him or no;or elſe con- 


- Eirionall, that you would ſubmir to him, unlefle ard untill che over- 
ruling wiſdom of God ſhould pul him down,and ſet up another power 


in his place. If they were conditionall,the obligation is void , becauſe 
the providence of God hath aQtually.diſpoſſeſſed him. But if they were 
abſolute, what warrant is there in the Word of God for ſuck Cove- 
nants ? Can you promiſe that any man ſhall have power whether 
God will or co? All your Oaths and Covenants were condir'onall. For 
ſuch Covenants for the maintaining of any power upon carth, whercin 
there is no cond!tion neither exprelt nor underſtood, concerning giving 
way to the all-diſpoſing power and providence of God, are no better 
then confederacies againlt God,and therefore horrible mares, and not 
tro be defenges,, bur repented of , Iſt you be fourd bebrers againſt, 


and reſiſters of the mighty Hand of God. 


Suppoſe a quarrel| ariſe berween me and my neighbor, which of ys 
ſhal be maſter,and he ſaith and ſwears that ] Fr rever be his maſter, 
and I ſay thar he ſhall never be mine, If hereupon we fight, till that 1 
have laid him fiat upon his back,and bound him hand and foot : if row 
when my word 1s upon his breſt, ai'd his life is at my m.rcy, If I {hall 
ask him, whether he will yee;d nowand he ſhall refuley's it not an vn- 

paraleld 


b 


will not every one ſay, that his oath binds no longer but whilſt he was 
in 2 capacity to reſiſt, but by my prevailing over him, the obligation ceaſ= 
eth. For now God puts him under me,& ſo determins the cafe on mylſide. 

Therefore,though you have made 2 Covenant, and bound it with an 
oath,for vour Kio 2nd againſt che Commonwealrh,ver now God hath 


c.it char Knot in pi ces, by purttag you in another capacity from what 


you were then. And you may remember wit iolemn appeals were made - 


to Heaven,both by you and us, when we came firſt amongſt you, for ouc 
moſt juſt and neceiiary defence, wherein the Lord hath been pleaſed to 
oive a gracious and favorable teſtimony to the ſincerity of the deſires of 
his poor ſervants; and will you not relt in his arbitriment to whom you 
have ſo often referred the cauſe? ro whoſe determination both you and 
we did with joynt conſent refer it. And the Lord,that righteous Judge 
hath bcen pleaſed to judge but ween us. Though much may be argned-a= 
24inſt the works of God, when confidered (ingly and alone, yet when the 
woiks of God are ſuperadded teltimonies to the truths revealed in his 
Word , and when they are anſwers of the prayers and appeals of all his 
people on both ſides, and favourable ſmiles upon the aQings of ſome of 
them following him.in untroden paths of dithculty and danger, the ſame 


diſpenſitions being alſo diſtinguiſhing rebukes and frowns upon others, | 


under theſe and the |-ke circumſtances, they will argue very much. And 
though it is hard for man, and 't may be too hard for ns to manage this 
4'21ment,to the compizat conviftian of oppolers and gainſayers, and to 
Imp:0ve 1c co the urmolt in all the concluſtons which it will reach unto; 
yet to thoſe who obferve the Name of Godin his works, & are not by- 
alled with the guilt of former actings to this or that intereſt , it will 
reach to couclude the preſent queſtion, and abundantly przponderate to 
the purpoſes and reſolutions of men, if laid in the ballance with them. 

| 4. Whereas you are pleaſed to mention The ſccnrities which the K ing 
gave you for the Intereſt of Chriſt and Religion, Tt will be hard to de- 
monſtrate to any rationall underftanding, how there could be any reall 


ſafery to Religion,in receiving him to reigne with his former principles, 
and with his unchanged heart amongſt you. The World took notice in 
your treaties with him at theHagwe, & here too,how litle truſt youhad 
in him,and how you held him off at firſt,but how you could afterwards, 
(unleſs a mouthful or two of Court air wil make wiſe men mad)diſpenſe 
with your conſciences to ſoder with him when you ſaw no reall change 
of heart and ſelf-abhorrence in him for his _— wicked ways, & how 


the 


| - 
paraleld piece of pride and ſtubborne(s? But ſuppoſe he ſhal ſay, that his 


conſcience is ſo tender that he cannot yeeld to me becauſe of his oath, 


; 
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(10) 
the emitting of a feigned, forced Declaration, npon minatory importuni- 
ties,could be juſt incouragement for the admitting of a blood-thirſty and 


| blood-guilty man(for ſo in that Declaration you have made him to con- 


feſle)ro reign over you,you will find a time to conſider all theſe thirgs. 
Your 3.ground 1s this: As zt #5 4 great ſin to countermand that rk 

God bath commanadcd,andto give ora'r, that a preceft of God ſhall not 

oblige, {o when ſuch a command ts given out,it 15 then calus co. feflionis, 


_ then to advere tothe authority of divine precepts, a neceſſary r/ſtimo- 


ny tothe truth. But if ever theſe words atfrd a Ground and War, ant of 
Conſcience to walk tithat pratlice of praying for the King, your aſſum- 
ption which you ſeem ro underitand and beg, muſt be proved,viz. That 
Goa hath given you ſuch acommand to pray for him, which the Decla- 
ration countermands : bur rili then, this Pcopolition will not reach the 
Concluſton aimed at : If you be Confei!o;s, what truth of Chilt do you 
ſuffer for? name it. Is it not this, that Char/es Sruarr ought to ve King? 
and will you mdeed itop your own mouths from preaching the bleſied 
Goſpel of Chrilt,rather then be ſilent about that mans intereſt? W1] you 
not preach Chriſt,unleſs you may preach up Charles Stwart alſo > Now 
the Lori lay not this tin to your charge. You wil ſufter upon the loweſt 
and moſt uncomio! table account that ever men did. For you ſuffer clear- 


by upon'the Royall intereſt; nor for the reſtimoony of JE 5us, not for 


any truch of Religion, but as witnelles to the Kings Intcreſt. 

Your 4-ground is this: That Minifters of the Goſpel receive their 
Commiſion from fcju' Chriſt, Which earthly powers cannot alter nor 
limit, For if in one duty,then in more; and if they may prohibite a duty, 
they may command thut Which & no duty. 

And here itill you take it for grated, Thar it 1s a duty to pray for that 
Titular King; bur you ſhouid have proved , thar when you were made 
Mini{ters,Chriſt did put this into your Commiſsion, and then you had 
ſaid ſomthing. Surely a Popiſh exemption of the Clergy from under the 
arm of the ſecular power, is not that which you drive at. For then you 
would n-ver have alledged Statutes and Ads of Parliament as oblieging 
you in conſcience to rheKing.But this is certain,that that which formerly 
was,or which now is a duty,may ceaſe to be a duty,not through any hu- 
mine prohibition, but through a providentall alteration of the ſtare of 
things - The woman, laith the Apoſtle ) & bound by the Law to her huſ- 
band /o long as be liveth, but if her hutband be dead , ſbe is freed from 
that LaW, Rowe.7.2,3-And therfore your ſclves alſo upon this account of 
the reyolutions of providence,do find a preſent freedom of conſcience to 
deſiſtifrom ſome former atings, to which you chought your ſelves for- 
merly obliged by the Covenant. And 
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And this may ſuffice for the removall of the grounds and pillars of 
this your practice of praying tor the King, whereby you offer to prove 
that it is your duty. Which being not yet done, we will put you into 2 
way for the future, by cutting out your work for you, and laying open 
the true ſtate of the controvertie before you in a very few wotds. 

[fever you wil prove (therefore) char ir i5 your duty to pray for tlie 
iting,and no duty to pray for the Commoniwealth,you muſt prove theſe 
two things: | 

1. That every ſub;ct ought not only to look at the viſible exiſtence, but 


to be ſatisfied 1n h1s conſcience abour the tirle of the Magiſtrates that 


rule over him, before he pray for them, or yeeld ſabjetion to them- 
But contrary to this, it hath been already proved from the Word of 
God, that it is warrant enough to any mans conſcience to pray for Au- 
thority,and quietly to ſubmit himſe'f thereto, if that he hath ſenſible aſ- 
ſurance of h1s being in the hand thereof. The Apoſtles word is, 41 3 Ira 


| b5s51a, which (ignitics, the powers rhat are jn being, 


Bur ſecondly, when you have done this, whichin this Paper you d 

not once attempt, which was a ſtrange overſight, you muſt alſo prove, 

2. That che King hath a juſt ticle ro Authority here , and chat the 
Parliament hath no juſt citle. 0 

Nouy for this, chere are four allegations uſuall. 1. His birtheright. 
2+ Acts of Parliament for him. 3.The pretended injuſtice of the War 
againſt hime 4. The Solemn League and Covenatit. Theſe are the moſt 
uſuall weapons of defence in this Cauſe. 

Buc.cach of theſe muſt be maintained and made good by that un-er= 


ring rule of the written Word of God , before they will overcome the 


underſtandings , and convince the conſciences of conſcientious men. 
Therefore if you have any thing to offer from the Word of God for the 
maintaining of them, prodwce yoar cauſe, faith the Lord, bring forth 


your ſtrong reaſons, {aith the King of Jacob. The Lord now calls you 


oo 


to bring it forth; which ill it be dope, we conceive, 
1. That birth gives no title to Magiſtracy. That every beggars brat in 
the high- way,upon that ſingle conſideration of his birth, hath as much 


title to the Kingdom of Scor/and, as the children of Charles Stmart. + 
This conceit of a birth-rjght unto Magiſtracy (unleſs that God confer 


a title uponſich or ſuch a family,as he did upon David's ) is one of the 
blind principles of tyranny ,novriſhe in mens conſciences,throvgh Popiſh 
darkneſs , and now that God is diſcovering the myſtery of Actichriſt, 


and ur.ravelling that whole web of Iniquity, which is woven and made 


up of two threeds twiſted togerther,viz. civil and ſpiricuall ſlavery: he 
I B 2 hath 
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hath begun to diſcover this alſo. 1f ſome families m the World had 
the faculty of begetting wite children , and fitfor government, there 
- were ſome colour of reaſon , why their birth ſhould ive them aright, 
Pi2.becaulc it gives them a ficneſſe to govern. But we ſee that wiſe men 
beget fools. ZN 
. But you will ſay, Parliaments may intail the Crown, ard give 4 
title to ſuch or ſuch a family, though God by tmmediate deſignation do 
ot, But then you mult prove this. And then we add, 

« 2+ That it may de proved both fron the Scriptures, and from com- 
mon ſenſe, that ic is both unlawful and impoſſible for any Parliament to 
make ſuch an AR as ſhall bind che hands of cheir ſucceſlors. And the 
reaſon is this, B:cauſe that no Humane wiſdom is able to foreſee 31l che 
future Inconvenietces that may ariſe; and therfore no Humane Conſti- 
tation can be, or 0:22ht to be unalcerable. The nexc Power may diſan- 
nul it- Therefore the King hath no ticle upon th's accompt :- For the 
Commonwealth hath repealed thoſe Acts. But if you ſay, The Com- 
monwealch doth not lawfully ſuccced your Parliaments; then 

3-You fall upon the bulineſs of the War; which if you will undertake, 
youhave many dithculc thiags to prove, and that under the heavy diſad- 
vantage of a contrary teltimoay from Heaven; wher:of one is this, that 
that man had ſome rights in Eng /and. For this was part of-the quarrel, 
whereas we know that he had no Rights there, neither by the Word »f 
God,nor by the Laws of our Land. And therefore the War was j' i: 
For the Engliſh Army did not march a ſtep againſt yoa , though: there 
were other juſt provocations,till your Commiſsioners had partcht upehe 
buſinefſe with him-at the Hager, aflecting I know not what pretended 
Righes of his in England. 

ut 4. If you will-needs be tryed by the Solemn League and Cove- 
nant, .a,weapon at which you ſeem to be very expert, we mult then cut 
you out ſom? more work; viz. 1.To prove thar your ſenſe is the true 
ſenſe of it. 2.1f you prove that,then you muſt.prove that theCovenant it 
ſelf was a lawfull thing ; when you have juſtified your dſobedience to 
Authority,by the Covenant,you muſt chen juſtific the Covenant it ſelf 
by the Word of Gold... | 

. We perceive, that many who talk much'of the Covenant, underſtand 
itno better than thoſe Highlanders, who having ſummoned a Caſtle, 
and being asked in whoſe name they ſummoned it : they anſwered, In 
the Name of the Solemn League and Covenant. And truly they ſeem 
e9us ta underſtand it litcle better, who ſay, We are tied by the Cove- 
nant to refiſt the Power that ruleth over us, to- inforce your Presbyte-' 

| ria 
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riin way upon the whole Nation of Engl+d, to preſerve from juſtice 
that grand Dclinquent, who flew with the edge of the ſword fo'marly* , 
thoufand innocent perſons. For he ſhed innocent blood very much,” mill 
he had filled the ſtreets of Jeruſalem. from one exd' to another, and the 
whole Land therewith. in all the Cites and Coaſts there9f, 5eſides hus fir 
in builaing up agaim the hs gh places, in rearing up altarsfor'B aatim 
But by ch:s time you ſee your w:k, and what you muſt prove,” if 
ever you will juſtifie your preſent wayes before God or men. And yet 
we mult tell you once more, That when you have proved all the reſt, 
you have proved nothing, if you leave out the firſt, as you have done in 
rhis your Paper. - + 75141) DATE 
And now to proceed to the reſt of it. That one paſſage only ſeems 
worthy of moſt particular Animadverſion. where you think fic ro men- 
tion your peaccable ard quiet deportment,and that you bave in no wiſe 
ſtirred up the people 10 tumu'ts and ſeaitions ; which, if it be a true 
and ſincere profeſſion, faine hath dove you very much wrong«*But are 
not prayers for the King, under that name and notion of King, under 
ſuch delignations of him, and in ſuch expreſſions and petitions for him, 
as may infinuate your reſpe rowards him, to the people; :( for elſe, 
why did you alleadge your Oaths and Covenants, which you ſay, bind 
you to him as your King, if you put uponly ſuch modeſt and innocent 
petitions for him as may ſuit any wicked man in affliction? ) And are 
not complaints of a ftrange power in your prayers to God, a:d preach- 
10gs to the peoplr, are theſe no wayes nor means of diſquieting and 
ſtirring up the people > We commend unto you that of David: Lord, 
lead me in a Way of plainneſs,becauſe of them tha! obſerve me. Pſa. 27. 
I1. And the primitive Church,in As 2. 46. walked in ſemplicity and 
ſingleneſs of heart, Bur if your fucure deportment ſhall atteſt and 
make good the truth of chis your profeſſion, that which is paſt will be 
forgotten and forgiven. Bur for men of reputation ro relinquiſh and a- 
bandon that Intereſt, we are apprehenſive how much it may refle&tup- 
on their honor and wiſdom in tampering with it ſo long, in complying 
with it, and cleaving to it at the firſt;and we have ſeen Conſcience pre- 
tended, when ſuch an Intereſt hath layn at the bottom, which is hypo- 
crifie. From which, as alſo from pertinacy in your way, there is no 
better way to purge your ſelves, that it may not ſeem to cleave to you, 
25 Naaman's leproſie to Gehezs for ever, than by- ſubmiſſion to the 
Powers that are,and ſnpplications for the City wherein you live: in the 
peace Whereof you ſhall have peace. For the preſent let us briefly-com- 
mend to your mok ſerious thoughts theſe-four Confiderations in tefe- 


xence to che matter in ha.. d 1. What 
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7, What a fruitleſs and ſad miit:ke of the natute of your work it.is, 
£0 pray and preach up particular incereits among your peoplezwhen you *© 
ſhould preach the ſaving truths of che Goſpel to their ſon's. Alas? ©® 

what profits it to the buſineſs of Faith and Repentance and Spiritual # 
union and communion with the Eord Jeſus, to cry-up the King, or to 
cry-dowa the Common- wealth 2 Will you ccate ropreach the Goſpel 
rather than ccaſe to preach up Charles Sraarr > We mourn for YOu 
before the Lord iv ti145 raing,and the Lord Jeſus heip you in ir. \Vould 
the Spirit of Go. thus forſzke you, ard leave you to ſuch a linfol and 


i cn , 
dreadful miitke, were there cor fomettung wherein you have firſt for- 
ſaken him ? Now the Lord help you tg look into your heaits, and to 
conſider your waycs,and ts make 4i/igent {earch Sure we are, that vou 
are ſadly and ſtrangely below and belide the buſineſs, the sreat buſineſs 
of Divinity in theſe impertinent ftrifs about Civil Intereſts, And this © 
is the firſt Conſideratior. x 
- 3» That the ſame obligaticn lies upon our conſciences, to preſerve the 
peace of the Commonwealth, which, you ſay,doth upon yours to hold 
up the Intereſt of the King ; and with this advant»ge,that we are ſub- 

 ſervient therein to Him , whole Almighty Hand hath aQuaily placed *? 
this power over you,and hath not yer born witneſs to the contrary In- 
tereſt. For We Will remember the N ame of our God, and his wonders 
fall works : we will often makg mention of the loving hingne/s of the 
Lord, and the praiſes of the Lord, according to all that the Lord hath 
beſtowed on us and done for us, according to bis mercies,and accordivr g 
to the multitude of his loving kird-ejſes, And indeed, it is a matter of 
conſcience with us, not to bctray, nor to wrong, or weaken that Cauſe 
through over much induJgence, to which God himſelf hath born wit- 
neſs. We do beleeve that the preſent Cauſe of the Commonwealth, 

| hath much of the Intereſt of Chriſt wrapt up with it. And, though to : 
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tender conſciences, dillerting fi om vs, we ſhew much favour and for- 
| bearance ; yet Conſcicr.ce, you knory, ts got the rule, but the Word of 
God. And though we hope better thirgs of you, yet there be two ſorts 
of conſciences, which we conceive are not uſually very tender, viz. he= # 
retical conſciences, and feditious conſciences. = i 
3. Conſider hoxw long a time of tenderneſs and forbearance you have | 
had, ever ſince the Engliſh power firſt prevailed here, ard how long 
God and man hath waited on you ; which we think will not be eaſily 
parallel'd in the Hiſtories of former Ages. We have carried our ſelves 
rowards you, (to the praiſe of his Grace we ſpeak it, becauſe you call 
us, & compel us to it) not as Victors to conquered Enemies, but as Bre- 


thren, 
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* thren to brethren,for ſo indeed we detire to look on. you, and no othee- 
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courage you and ſtrengthen your hands inthe work of the Minifſtery,we 
hope we {hall rejoyce to do it, for His ſake whom you ought to ſerve in 
the Goſpel of His Son. If the Lord would encline your hearts to know 
and to do his work ; It 1s our hearts deiire and prayer to God, that His 
good pleaſure may proſper with you. Wherein, we hope,we ſhall one 
7 day praiſe Himywhen the envy of Ephraim ſhall depart, 

: You may be as good, as holy as you will, you may enjoy all the Or- 
| dinances of Chriſt in the liberty and purity of the Goſpel, according to 
; your hearts deſire, in your own way, and according to your own'con- 
* ſciences. Which is more than you wou!d have allowed to us. We know 
| nothing but the carkaſs of Church Diſcipline without the life and po- 
wer of it, yea, a murgrel Diſcipline made up of Civil aſwel as Spiritual 
; power, and ſo no berter than a Goſpel Monſter that hath been taken 
7 from you: which warming in its bowels a fatal engine of diſobedience 
' to that Civil Government which the Hand of the Almighty hath ſer 
' over you, and which doth plenarily poſſeſs and prote& you, it could 
; not with any colour of conſcience or reaſon be any longer ſuffered in 
; that exorditancy: Bur if your Diſcipline which ha x been wont to be a 
check to your Parliaments, will hereafter learn to keep within its owre 
channel, you may ſtill praQice it, as ſundry godly perſons of the Preſ- 
byterian )udgment do at this day in Erg/and. Therefore, why are rhe 
diſſentions of Brethren like the bars of a Palace > What ſhall be done 
for you ? | | 
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; the Monthly Aſeſiment, for there is no other burden Jaid on you,(bur 
| ſame we are ſure are taken oft ) which yet is no more for all Scorland, 
} than for that one County of Ver in [re/and, viz. about 8ooo |, 2 
: month. And you ſay, Jo: have been no hinderauce to the people to bear 


| the burdens in quictneſs that are laid ugon them :; For indeed , why' 
; ſhould you? Are not you the very men that lay theſe burdens on them>i 


- The Aﬀetiment is for the Pay of che Army (though it goes but a /itele 
i way towards it.) The Army is continued, becauſe the people are uns 


? quiet and diſafcted, But who 1s it that feeds theſe malignant humers, / 


' and keeps up this diſaffection of the people ? who is it'? and what will 
2 they anſwer for it 1n the great day of accompt ? Let us reaſon with you 
4 before the Lord a licele. | 

4 - This power which God hath ſect over you for your good,and which: 
8 the Lord knows hath been/favorable and tender over you : Vhar have 


wiſe. And whatever there is.in our power, wherein we may further en= 


You ſpeak of burdens : We know not what you mean, unleſs it be _ 


) 
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you! have don your duty to him, (if ſo you calar)even'to theurmoſt;bock 
"day.and night have ſcewit. - You have'wepr overhisgrave lang enough. 


heartsarhat which che Lord ſaid to Samuet;(1 he How l lang 
_3p01 Ltd i; :xbeib97 I bave rejelled frontriuguen; F- 


torequires allegeance by therule'of” 
uatiye jultice. Bur havepey not:made-unworthy,ittichriſtianreem 
Upon chem for that proretion, for that love and copderechy whereby 
they have ſought to win you,by being rheir enemies ih bearen Geareſtp 
endeaveriog to alienzte the hearts of the*Lords Þ Pesple from then, : 4 Q 
devyipg chem thar.remembrance in:;yoar prayers, whichhey*have-of- 
ten begp'ds; and which, you know, they would prize fararore than chit 
wicked man doth, for whom: you cry, evento the Lora ad: you cry,64 by 
anſwers,fou nos. And are there two greater unkindnefles'in” the "vrorld 
than theſe ?. And yet the Lord hath'canbled theapro-forgive;orat leaſt 
to forbearyou hitherto. Bat take heeds if you perliſt in your courſe, 
having had dreadful mteungs with God-thorein; leſt: yow bring che- 
matter-co thispaile, That God will not forgive though we'would: For 
thy violence againſt thy brother facob, t ou ſralt be cut off for oves, 
O6aa. to. Now it may be ingenuity may wack 10-y0u3 Hut \fnothi'p; 
will break your hearts, you will find ro-0ur grief, andlboyour t trouble, 
that the patience of mo:tal men! is fifite. * 3 
. Confider ſadly, how little benefit imdadvantage Fe tb 
Tatereſt of Jeſus Chriſt in $ Scorlandyca,what real d:Ffſervice youido to 
Him, by-your adhering to tlie Man, whom the Lor#b amighty Hand 
bath takeg from you, and by difaccepting his kindnels:chertis, and in 
$all;gg forth the branches ot thac bloody, Houſe, which bach been' a 
plagueto this Nation frotii thedayesobyourtorefarhers... If youac-. 
cept not the Inſtruments who. did 1t, or approve'not the whine of their 
proceedings therein, yet why do you not rejoyce for the thi ing*it ſelf > - 
All cheworJd knows that you were innocent enough about it. We 
know not any Mag'ftracy at this day appearing upon the Earth, to 
my the Lord.hath given a'mortabundantand immediate Teſtimony, 
r whoſe.eſtabliſhmenr' he hath. nore glorioully revealed 8 made: 
oh in Armfrom Heaven, and who have farther engaged in pro- 


| or _ and 'promGtingthe-Incerelt of :Jeſus Chriſt in the world, nt 


is which you reliſt, and whoſe bands you labour to weaken+ But will 


you be the men of al others, who hinder theKingdom of God from com» 


ing > God forbid. As for this Man, Heaven and Earth-are witnefles, that 


Therefore we ſeave with you, beſcechiog Him to ſer it home upon your 
b wg 
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